
April 2011
The Remaining Programme

These are our remaining talks for this season.
April 14th Athanasius Kircher, the last man to know it
all by John Turkington

May 12th Passing the Baton with live music by Philip
Newton

June 9th Egyptian archaeology by Clare Ollet from Liv-
erpool University. Clare has worked part-time in the
museum and has contributed an article to Tela which
you will find inside.

June 11th Following Clare’s talk we should be going on
a day trip to Liverpool to see the World Museum and
the Walker Gallery - we do need a minimum number of
people to make this feasable. The cost, £18, will include
a light lunch and a short guided tour of the World Muse-
um as well as the transport. Members will have received
a letter about this, but if you are interested you can con-
tact the editor at his email address or through the muse-
um.
Attendance at the talks has generally been very good.
The bibliotherapy event was fully attended in the morn-
ing, but the afternoon session, though very good,
brought in few people. Perhaps it was too close to
Christmas. Our other afternoon talk brought in over 60
people, a considerable number of whom had not come to
a talk before. A common comment was that they did not
like to come out at night so we shall be looking to put
on perhaps two afternoon talks next season.
We are going to have a real change for next year with a
big emphasis on music and some live performances
alongside our more usual offerings.
The Friends are also, in conjunction with the museum,
giving a series of lunchtime talks open to the general
public as well as to members. These will start in Sep-
tember and we’ll just see how they go!

Early in 2010, Dot and I visited Sydney, New South
Wales to stay with our son. Sydney is a wonderful
city, full of life and culture, and while there we visit-
ed many museums and galleries. One of the exhibi-
tions we saw was in the Mitchell Library, the
National Library of New South.
As part of its centenary celebrations, the library put
on a wonderful exhibition of 100 items from its col-
lection ranging in date from the sixteenth century to
the present day. While browsing amongst the many
fascinating things on show, my eye was caught by
the word "Blackburn" in the label to exhibit 19, a let-
ter written to a Blackburn resident in 1792.

See inside for the rest of this fascinating discovery

A Surprise Encounter Down Under
Mary Reibey’s letter from the colony,

1792
Mike Millward

There are several mentions of Professor Garstang in this
edition
Strawberry Bank, where Garstang was born, is just a
few minutes walk from the museum, off Preston New
Road. It is now a solicitor’s office.
The Bhuddist Centre is across the road together with
some other interesting organisations. Well worth the
trip!
If you know of any other blue plaques, please tell the
editor. They could form the basis of another article.

There’s no Business like Show
Business

The ‘Upstairs Downstairs’ has caused great interest as
well as showing the value of not throwing anything
away. A middle class Victorian home is contrasted with
a poorer one and visitors can immediately relate to what
they see here with the odd puzzling domestic implement
well explained as part of the display. Should museums
do more to make their collections accessible in this
way? Should every painting be informatively labelled
and explained? I have seen many people in galleries
walk around at great speed at best ticking off the dis-
plays as ‘done it’. How do we persuade visitors to stop
and think about what they see?

CONTACTS
President: Joy Heffernan
Chairman: Valerie Miles

Hon Secretary: David Shipway   10 Beaver Close, Blackburn, BB1 9LB
Treasurer: Jeff Cooper

Editor of Tela: John Turkington     email: jtvst2000@gmail.com

All of the above can be contacted through the museum
Blackburn Museum and Art Gallery, Museum Street, Blackburn, BB1 7AJ

Telephone 01254 667130

Our web site: sites.google.com/site/friendsofblackburnmuseum. The easiest way is to ‘google’ us, we usually ap-
pear high up in the listings. Just try ‘friends blackburn museum’


