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Some of you may have noticed a new Bird Gallery in the
museum. It’s a new permanent display of our collection of
stuffed birds. Older readers may even remember the original
gallery where the Egyptology room is now situated.
So, why have we brought them back?
It’s because the birds are hugely popular. It is one of the few
collections where young and old stare at the same thing with a
similar kind of wonder. Taxidermy itself appears to be having a
renaissance of sorts and is becoming increasingly trendy in
interior design.
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The gallery was funded through Renaissance North West and
provided more than just an exhibition. Blackburn Museum and
Art Gallery were given the use of a Post-graduate researcher
who spent time poring through old notes and cuttings books and
minute books to try and find as much information on the birds
as possible. Unfortunately, many of the specimens were sourced
around the turn of the century and trying to trace a non-existent
paper trail was incredibly tricky. There were some successes
and a few interesting stories to come out of it, but many of the
donors and stories behind these birds remain hidden.
The aim of the exhibition is to get people to take a deeper look
at their surroundings and the nature around them. When the
birds first went on display in the museum many of the workers
in the town would not have ventured into the countryside. The
museum became the only place the average worker could see
such a large variety of specimens as pollution was pretty bad in
towns. Compared to the modern world where the countryside is
a 20 minute drive and Peregrine Falcons nest in towns.
Hopefully this exhibition will get people interested in the
natural environment, not just on their doorstep but also further
afield.

A Blackburn VC

The Tokaido. A display of
Japanese prints.
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The gallery was not quite finished at the
time of writing as the museum want to
make the display reflect the work of a
Victorian scholar. So, what is missing? A
large, old desk, to give the impression of a
19thC study. There may be one in the
attics - the search goes on.

Vinai Solanki
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In addition to the regular programme, the Friends
have organised a short series of public talks to be
held at the Museum on Tuesday lunchtimes at 1pm.
These are by way of an experiment to help bring in
more visitors and there will be no charge. So many
locals do not realise that Blackburn has one of the
best collections in the North. Other museums have
these lunchtime talks, some are successful, some
not. If you want to come along please do, we are not
repeating any of the 'official' talks. Vinnie and
Vanessa from the Museum are also giving talks and
all publicity will be through the Museum.
25th October
Looking at Pictures - John Turkington
22nd November The Kelmscott Press - Jeff Cooper
Early Printed Books from the Hart Collection Mike Millward
28th February
Local History - Diana Rushton.

Our Programme of Talks 2011/2012
Meetings usually take place in the Museum and
begin at 7pm. Please note that the January and
February talks will start at 2.00pm
13th October
Professor Garstang - a talk by Pat Winkler about
the Blackburn-born Egyptologist.
10th November
Folk Songs of the North West - performed and
described by the noted Tom Palmer
8th December
Annual General Meeting followed by the
Christmas Party. Details to follow
12th January 2012 at 2.00pm
John Ruskin, his life and Work - John Turkington
will talk about the great Victorian art critic and
writer.
9th February at 2.00pm
The Georgian Poets a talk by Jeff Cooper
8th March
Talk and Music from the Rita Kay Quartet
12th April
The Railways of Blackburn - a talk by Raymond
Watton
10th May
Music in Blackburn - a talk by Geoff Coulthard
14th June
Stories from the Collection - a talk by Steve Irwin,
Education Officer at the Museum

Ruskin at Brantwood

